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PPBM & NIPPON PAINT LAUNCH
RESOURCE CENTRE AND CHILDREN'S LIBRARY
TO PROMOTE EARLY READING HABITS

Selangor, 11 July 2018 — Persatuan Pengasuh Berdaftar Malaysia (“PPBM”) today launched
its maiden showcase of the Resource Centre and Children’s Library at its Headquarters in
Petaling Jaya. Officiated by Yang Berbahagia Pn Masdiana binti Muhammad, Wife of YAB
Menteri Besar Negeri Selangor, the PPBM Resource Centre is aimed at providing relevant
information and references regarding setting up of a child care centre, while the Children’s
Library is aimed at cultivating reading habits in young children of 4 years old and below.

At the launch event, PPBM President, Pn Norsheila Abdullah said, “The initiative to optimise
our headquarters as a Resource Centre was a strategic decision to provide greater access to
information and support for approximately 11,000 of our members, as guidance in setting
up childcare centres that must meet the strict requirements and standards in the Child Care
Centre Act 1984. The other showcase component is the Children’s Library, which is
envisioned to be a conducive, welcoming, safe place for young children up to 4 years of age,
to cultivate early reading habits and engage in activities that further develop their cognitive
and social skills as early as possible.”

In partnership with PPBM, Malaysia’s No. 1 coating solutions provider Nippon Paint Malaysia
Group (“Nippon Paint”) will be providing colour and functional coatings advisory to PPBM
members who are looking at repainting their child care centres or children’s library. The
partnership with PPBM began in 2017, under the purview of Nippon Paint’s Child Wellness
Programme — an educational campaign aimed to empower today’s discerning parents and
key decision makers towards creating uplifting environments for children, through various
awareness and educational initiatives related to children’s health and wellness.



Speaking at the launch of the centre Ms Gladys Goh, Group General Manager of Nippon Paint
said, "Our partnership with PPBM was one of our first steps to reaching out to discerning
parents and childcare providers. Through the setting up of an Advisory Panel, Nippon Paint
is able to provide counsel to PPBM members on recommending the right functional coatings
or colours that enables clean air, safe touch and promotes creativity from our Child Wellness
Range to facilitate an uplifting and safer indoor environment for children. Being the first
coatings company to develop child-friendly coatings, we understand that it is crucial for us
to educate our customers and stakeholders on the importance of creating a safer and more
conducive environment for children - especially as colours have a significant impact in their
development and influence their mood, emotional wellbeing, productivity level and their
desire to learn.”

In conjunction with the launch, an expert roundtable session themed, “Raising Gadget-Free
Kids” was held where a panel of experts tackle key observations and insights on today’s
children who are more technology dependant. The session saw an Advisory Panel of experts
such as Yang Berbahagia Datuk Dr Zulkifli Ismail, Past President of the Malaysian Paediatric
Association (MPA) and Secretary General of Asia Pacific Pediatric Association (APPA); Pn
Norsheila Abdullah, PPBM President and Ms Gladys Goh, Group General Manager of Nippon
Paint.

Yang Berbahagia Datuk Dr Zulkifli Ismail pointed out that children are more inclined to
participate in activities or adhere to instructions in an environment that is safe and uplifting.
“A child’s development is very much dependent on the environment the child is in. From a
tender age as young as 0 to 4 years old, children are inquisitive and will develop their
preferences and habits based on the environment they are in and experiences they gain.
While gadget use has its pros in today’s modern day and age, parents should monitor screen
time to ensure a holistic cognitive development.”

According to the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP), children age 2 to 5 years are advised
to limit screen use to 1 hour per day of high-quality programmes. While screen time in
moderation is encouraged, parents should also critically look into the selection of
programmes. A recent study published by the Perak Medical Journal® revealed Malaysian
children below the age of 2 spent an average of 6 hours on electric screens, with television
being the highest screen time (5.9 hours), followed by iPad/Tablet (3.2 hours).

Pn Norsheila Abdullah further shared that the association had observed that children are
more reluctant to read and participate in activities due to their dependency on gadgets such
as iPads and mobile phones. “While Malaysia’s high literacy rate paints a rosy picture, a firm
foundation should be instilled in all children at an early age to ensure that they are well on
the right path. Thus, the importance of cultivating the love for reading at a very early age,”
she added, quoting a recent review by UNESCO: Education for All 2015 — National Review?
which revealed that the literacy level in Malaysians is close to 95% for children aged 10 years
and above.
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The showcase Children’s Library is the first phase of PPBM’s initiative to cultivate reading
habits amongst younger Malaysian children. The association is currently looking into the
execution of its second phase through Books on Wheels, providing mobile libraries to rural
and semi-urban areas.

“The Child Wellness Programme has led us this far with our partnership with PPBM. We are
delighted to be a part of this noble effort and we are certain that the Children’s Library will
serve its purpose to cultivate early reading habits in children. Our continuous partnership
with PPBM and other national associations under the Programme will continue to realise
more initiatives and engagement promoting child wellness and further elevate awareness
in the public sphere,” added Goh.

The Child Wellness Programme sees partnerships with national associations such as the
Malaysian Paediatric Association (MPA), Persatuan Pengasuh Berdaftar (PPBM), Persatuan
Tadika Malaysia (PTM) as well as the Malaysian Society of Allergy and Immunology (MSAI),
working alongside child care providers and medical practitioners as key influencers to provide
simple steps and expert advises for today’s discerning parents.
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About Persatuan Pengasuh Berdaftar Malaysia (PPBM)

Persatuan Pengasuh Berdaftar Malaysia (PPBM) is a non-profit organisation dedicated to
ensure quality alternative childcare for children up to four years old. The organisation works
closely with the Ministry of Women, Family & Community Development, Malaysia and has a
network of 22 Affiliated State Associations throughout the country.

PPBM works towards ensuring that the children receive quality care by professional childcare
providers and/or their parents.

Since its initiation in 1989, PPBM has gone a long way in staying relevant with best practices
in the field of early childhood care and education. As such, PPBM is actively involved in
contributing to the government’s transformation programs, involving itself in the upskilling
and upgrading of workforce in the childcare industry. PPBM is also a strategic partner of
Positive Parenting Malaysia, an expert educational programme for parents on maternal, child
and family care, initiated by Malaysian Paediatric Association (MPA).

PPBM has approximately 11,000 registered members including members from the affiliated
state and district associations.



About Nippon Paint Malaysia Group

The Nippon Paint Malaysia Group (“NPM Group”) is currently Malaysia’s No. 1 Total Coating
Solutions provider, enjoying its market leadership position since 2008. The NPM Group is part
of the Nippon Paint Group, which is currently one of Asia leading coating manufacturers
spanning across 15 countries, built on a heritage of over 130 years dating back to 1881 in
Japan.

Established in 1967 as Nippon Paint (Malaysia) Sdn. Bhd., the company has since grown in
leaps and bounds, and today, has emerged as a regional player within the coatings industry
with presence in countries such as Pakistan, the Philippines, Bangladesh, Thailand and
Indonesia.

The NPM Group places strong emphasis in Research and Development (R&D) activities, which
remains a core priority to its success in product innovation. With a database of more than
10,000 paint formulations, the NPM Group prides itself in being a Total Coating Solutions
provider with a multi-segment portfolio of offerings ranging from Architectural, Automotive,
Industrial, Protective to Marine coatings.

The Group has won consumer choice awards such as the Reader’s Digest Trusted Brand
Awards (2006-2017) and Putra Brand Awards (2010-2017), as well as received industry
accolades such as the Best Company for Leadership in Paint Technology Asia by IAIR in 2014
and Frost & Sullivan’s Paint & Coatings Company of The Year in 2011, the Paint Company of
the Year 2016 and New Product Innovation Leadership Award 2016. In its concerted effort to
champion sustainability towards a greener footprint, the Group has received the Green Label
Certification (by the Singapore Environment Council), EcoLabelling Certification Licence (by
SIRIM QAS International) and several Green Excellence Awards by Frost & Sullivan.

For more information on Nippon Paint Malaysia:

Website: www.nipponpaint.com.my

Facebook: www.facebook.com/nipponpaintmalaysia

YouTube: www.youtube.com/NipponPaintMalaysia

Toll free no: 1-800-88-2663
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